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SWAN RIVER TRUST MANAGEMENT PROGRAM 

1060. Hon DEE MARGETTS to the minister representing the Minister for the Environment: 
With regard to the Swan River Trust, I ask - 

(1) Can the minister confirm that the Swan River Trust has been under a statutory obligation since 1989 to 
prepare an overarching management program for the Swan River Trust management program as soon as 
reasonably practicable after 1989? 

(2) Has this 15-year overdue management program been drafted, prepared or adopted? 

(3) If no to (2), why not? 

(4) Has the Swan River Trust released any strategies or guidelines that confer certain obligations on the 
trust, the Minister for the Environment, and the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure that provide a 
standard against which the public can measure management of the Swan River? 

(5) If no to (4), does the trust have any intention of developing the aforementioned publications?   

(6) If yes to (5), when will they be drafted and released for public comment?   

Hon TOM STEPHENS replied: 

Notice of this question was provided on Tuesday, 24 June to the Minister for the Environment and Heritage.  I 
am able to provide the response, which was delivered by the minister in that capacity.  Of course, she is now 
Minister for the Environment.   

(1) Yes.  Part 3 of the Swan River Trust Act 1988 required that a management program be prepared as soon 
as is reasonably practicable to do so, having regard to the resources available to the Swan River Trust.   

(2) Management programs covering a range of activities have been prepared and adopted by the trust, but 
have not been formally brought together as a single overarching program.  The largest of these is the 
Swan-Canning clean up program, to which 60 per cent of the trust’s budget is committed.  Others 
include a number of shoreline management plans developed in collaboration with local governments.   

(3) When the Swan River Trust was established in 1989, the Swan River Management Strategy prepared 
the previous year provided a blueprint for the management of the rivers and the work of the trust.  The 
strategy set out guidelines and a basis for assessment of development proposals around the rivers.  It 
also provided guidance on access to river foreshores, conservation issues and the role of local 
government in the management of the rivers.  The initial focus of the trust was the preparation under 
this strategy of policies necessary to guide assessment of development applications.  In 1994 extensive 
algal blooms in the Swan and Canning Rivers resulted in the trust being given the task of preparing the 
Swan-Canning clean-up program, and in 1999 it implemented the resulting action plan to reduce levels 
of phosphorus and nitrogen in the rivers.  There was broad consultation in the preparation of this 
management plan, which was approved by the minister in Cabinet in 1999.  The urgency of this work 
and the resources committed to it has prevented the trust from developing an overarching framework for 
its activities.  Its overriding objective has been delivery on the ground of activities and programs that 
address the priority issues facing management of the Swan and Canning Rivers.   

(4) Yes.  The trust’s development policies provided the basis for assessment of the merits of applications 
for development.  The trust has adopted short and long-term water quality targets for the rivers and 
principal tributaries.  Although the trust will continue its work through these programs and policies, the 
recent Syme review of the trust recognised that a restructuring of the trust was required to facilitate 
development of a broader strategic framework.  This will be undertaken by preparing the part 3 
management program.  A priority task for the restructured trust will be to prepare a schedule for the 
development of the part 3 management program and the required public consultation.   

(5)-(6) Not applicable. 
 


